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Questionable Activity Found at Coffee County 911 District

The Tennessee Comptroller’s Office has found several questionable financial transactions and discrepancies
within the Coffee County Emergency Communications District.

An investigation has determined the district made a payment
of $15,000 to the former director for services he provided
related to the district’s new building. The Board approved
this questionable payment, which was above the director’s
normal salary, ten months after the completion of the
building project, and two months after the director
announced his retirement.

The $15,000 payment was processed through the district’s
bank account with no payroll deductions withheld.

Comptroller investigators also identified multiple payments totaling $3,400 to three employees’ relatives.
These payments appear to be in conflict with the county’s nepotism policy.

Additionally, investigators have questioned food purchases totaling $891.76. Some of these purchases were
not adequately supported with itemized receipts. The regular and general purchase of food without proper
documentation could lead to fraud and abuse.

Finally, the district did not always follow its adopted bylaws and the county’s travel policy. Hotel room
charges exceeded the allowable rate and travel claims were not submitted within a reasonable time.
Comptroller investigators also recommend the district should not pay travel-related expenses in advance
unless extraordinary circumstances exist.

Comptroller investigators have reviewed their findings and recommendations with the district attorney
general for the Fourteenth Judicial District.

To view the investigation online, go to: http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/ia/

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at
(800) 232-5454, or file a report online at www.comptroller.tn.gov/hotline. Follow us on twitter @ TNCOT

Media contact: John Dunn, Public Information Officer, (615) 401-7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov
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